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Enthusiasm, Camaraderie, Dalry Building Experlences'

annah Woodhouse, Ph. D
(BC Young Leader Participant)

The 2026 National Holstein Convention, held in Burnaby from April 14-18,
welcomed approximately 35 participants in the Young Leaders program.
Selected based on their interest in and contributions to the dairy industry,
the 19-30 year old Young Leaders came from across Canada. Each participant
represented their province while taking part in a variety of educational
sessions, networking opportunities, and Convention events.

The program began Tuesday evening with a’'meet and greet’ networking session
with other Young Leaders and with members of the YL Advisory Committee.

On Wednesday, the group attended a series of engaging classroom sessions,
with a variety of speakers covering topics such as dairy nutrition, calf health, - - e =
genetics, and farm succession. The afternoon featured a Master Breeder panel : ; & a’
where representatives from Crestomere (Alberta) and Missiontrail (Manitoba)
shared their journeys to becoming Master Breeders and lessons learned along
the way. That evening, the Young Leaders met with the Holstein Canada Board
of Directors before attending the Taste of BC Welcome Reception featuring
Canadian Cheese Ambassador David Beaudoin.

Young Leaders from across Canada enjoyed their farm visits to Pickmick,
Donia and here at Hessels’ in Delta.

On Thursday, the Young Leaders toured three farms (Hessels, Pickmick,
and Donia)and also participated in a classification demonstration. The Past
Presidents evening reception was held at the top of Grouse Mountain, featuring
stunning views while networking with industry members and enjoying a variety
of local doeuvres and spirits.

The National Holstein show took place at Heritage Park on Friday, where the
Young Leaders competed against one another in the judging of the 3-year-
old class. The day concluded with an outdoor BBQ attended by Convention
participants and local dairy farming families.

Holstein Canada’'s AGM took place on the final day. Young Leaders attended
the meeting and had the opportunity to vote on behalf of their prefixes. The
week concluded with the Master Breeder Gala, an exciting evening celebrating
the 2026 Master Breeder award recipients, followed by dancing to cap off an
unforgettable week of learning, networking, and new friendships.

On behalf of the 2026 Young Leaders, | would like to thank the organizing A classification tutorial was just one of the wide-range of dairy-building
committee and Holstein Canada staff for facilitating such an outstanding experiences for participants of Holstein Canada’s Young Leader programme.

event and for their continued investment in the future of our industry.
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Sponsored by Abbotsford Veterinary Clinic

Abbotsford Veterinary Clinic was once again pleased to sponsor the Youth Showmanship event at the BC Spring
Show. Judge lan Crosbie of Caron, Saskatchewan, meticulously handled the judging duties for two dozen keeners
from pre-clubbers to seniors. A veteran of many a showmanship competition, lan methodically handled each class
with increasing expectations with the age and experience of each category. He never failed to patiently provide
useful and specific feedback to the young competitors.

But perhaps most appreciated were the prizes and hoodies provided by Abbotsford Veterinary Clinic
4 to every participant - everyone went home a winner with a smile.
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National Convention Youth Showmanship

1. Kennedy Prinse, AB
1. Forrest Telford, BC
1. Taylor Prinse, AB

-

1. Colton Schurmann, BC

2. Raelyn Lovich, SK
3. Sawyer Prinse, AB

1. Addison Dunne, BC
2. Kayla Schurmann, BC
3. Everleigh Boerchers, MB

1. Natalie Boonstoppel, MB
2. Hannah Vanderlinde, AB
3. Adyson Wildeboer, AB

Natalie Boonstoppel, MB

Hannah Vanderlinde, AB

togeh ﬂ '
- we

Addison Dunne, BC

1- Showmanship Champions: (L-R) Judge lan Crosbie, Natalie Boonstoppel (MB) -
Champion; Hannah Vanderlinde (AB) - Reserve; Addison Dunne (BC) - Honourable
Mention; Dr. James Patterson (Abbotsford Veterinary Clinic - sponsor).

2 - Junior Showmanship Winner - Colton Schurmann (BC) with Judge lan Crosbie.

A field full
of possibillities.

Our agribusiness experts understand the
challenges for farmers related to rates,
feeding costs and labour. Get in touch and
we will work with you to come up with
tailored solutions to help meet your needs.

Stéphane Danré, P.Ag.

Account Manager, Agriculture and
Agribusiness Group, Lower Mainland
778-952-5931
stephane.danre@bnc.ca
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