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In 1970, Holstein Canada started to accept DHI ‘supervised’ 
plan records. This move signi�cantly increased the rate 
of genetic improvement in Canadian dairy cattle as more 
information from cows on test was now added to genetic 
evaluations enabling the A.I. industry to prove more bulls 
and expand their sire sampling programs. In 1977 the 
introduction of the metric system prompted changes to 
Holstein Canada’s production award quali�cations and 
nomenclature.

In 1982, HOLLYBANK MEDALIST HEATHER VG set a new 
Canadian milk championship record in the mature cows 
with 361% BCA on 19,245 kg milk at 8 years. At the time, this 
record was the highest ever recorded in a single lactation 
in Canada, and the highest BCA, beating out her own 1981 
championship mark of 17,333 kg milk or 318% BCA. Heather 
was bred by James K. & V.M. Holyoak, Aldergrove, BC, and 
owned with Gordon & Iris Blair, Surrey, BC.”

Since the publishing of Century of Achievement in 
1984, the Holstein cow has continued to set higher 
standards for production, with Western Canada 
continuing to be the home of many new Canadian 
Champions and high ranking lifetime production 
cows. Canada’s milk recording programs have also 
evolved. In 1985, the federal ROP program wound down 
and began to integrate with provincial DHI agencies 
where the program became privatized as federal and 
provincial funding ended for milk recording. In 2004, 
CanWest DHI was established as an alliance between 
Western Canadian DHI Services and Ontario DHI. In 
2019, Lactanet Canada was created when CanWest 
DHI, Valacta - who provided producers in Quebec and 
Atlantic Canada with milk recording and management 
programs – and Canadian Dairy Network (CDN) came 
together as a uni�ed body focusing on dairy data, 

genetics and management services. On-farm testing 
programs have changed too becoming more �exible to 
better �t the needs of producers as advances in milking 
equipment and technology occur. From once simply 
recording milk weights, DHI’s role has now expanded 
into providing more management information so that 
dairy farmers can make better decisions in managing 
their herd’s production, reproduction, udder health 
and feeding programs, decisions which will improve 
e�ciency and increase pro�tability on their farms.  

From her early reputation as a low fat tester 
to a respected producer for both milk quantity 
and quality, today’s Holstein cow is one we can 
all be proud of!
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CALL FRED FOOKS: 604-302-9577               FOOKSPUMPING@GMAIL.COM
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