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and beyond since 2004.
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Farm insurance

your farm in mind.

Talk to me today.

Bethany Heppner

Financial Advisor and Mutual Fund Investment Specialist
8-8590 200 St, Langley

604-455-5070 bethanyheppner_associates@cooperators.ca
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Investing in your future. Together.

Bethany Heppner and Associates Ltd. | Co-operators Financial Investment Services Inc.
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your farm i n mind.

Talk to me today.
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Financial Advisor and Mutual Fund Investment Specialist
101-1520 McCallum Rd, Abbotsford
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Investing in your future. Together.

Vandeven Financial Solutions Ltd. | Co-operators Financial Investment Services Inc.
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. Total .
Herd Size Farm Name Aninals Milk Fat

B&L FARMS LTD 147,239 | 56,944 | 46,888 | 47459

= P.J.V. FARMS LTD 2,790,980 | 116,261 95,682 | 43,609
ﬁ ﬁ E - COLBRIT HOLSTEINS 2,264M9 | 95933 | 74856 | 35377

UBC DAIRY ED CENTRE 10,186,686 | 436,795 | 328,673 | 37728

Holstem Canada S —
Herds of Distinction  ‘fers: Farm Name anl i Protein
- CAWITHCA DAIRY INC 2,242,843 92,851 237 40,779
*** 2024 *** & HAPPY COW DAIRY 1,931,369 76,943 63,243 36,441

GERT & SONJA SCHRIJVER 10,759,743 | 458,062 | 355749 | 45,786

This award recognizes
Total lifetime production
of animals in the herd.

CRITERIA: Includes all cows in the herd
having completed a lactation in 2024. Herd Size Farm Name

No herds qualified in 2024.

Total .
Animals Milk

Lifetime milk production of all animals in - MIVELAZ HOLSTEINS 1,516,110 61,363 51,070 4214

the herd who have completed a lactation - GRATEFUL DAIRY 1636108 | 68384 | 55240 | 39,905

in 202 are used to calculate the CANDYVIEW FARM 3267497 | 131535 | 103,533 | 39.367
Milk Herd average.

PLEMARK HOLSTEINS 2767764 | m594 | 85195 | 38,163

) ;Erauped by It:erd 1flze.: | - TRILEA FARM INC 2744242 | 960 | 91697 | 37084

e SEOS I e ISAAC DAIRY LTD 3664039 | 156,925 | T7.988 | 39,827

completing a lactation in 2024)
BADIOU DAIRY LTD 3,804,622 | 137686 | 115,326 37,670

FIND MORE AWARDS LISTS AT HOLSTEIN 5 CURRENT HOLSTEINS 3,659,190 | 157,400 | 121835 | 37,339

CANADA: AWARDS-LISTS/HOLSTEIN
CANADA AWARDS - HUEGING DAIRIES LTD 4,081,548 | 171,164 133,167 36,771

Protein

(S]]

N[N |70 |N |70 |N |N |N

DAILY PRODUCTION CHAMPION

* %k Top value per day of life %k
Top 10 Cows in BC, AB, SK and MB

| BRITISHCOLUMBIA _ [avg/Dayoflife _Jvik | frotat | we| | |

WEST RUBLE 838 311 13 12 2.49 34
WESTERNROSE SUPERSHOT LAYUP 371 13 12 2.39 53
ALPINA JETT AIR KRISTINA 35 13 1 2.33 161
TONESA LUCINDA WICKHAM Y 15 1.2 2.64 7
WISSELVIEW DUKE 2ND LOOK . 11 1 2.18
HAMMING EPIC EVERLY b 1.6 11 26

HUSO MYRLE 6108 . 1.4 11 25

FRASER EDGE PROUD PHEADRA : 13 11 2.39
WEST EZRA 794 . 15 11 2.64
WESTERNROSE MONETARY WINNER 15 1 25

321 123,208 4303|3830 8133

2923 | 108,550 3641 3354 6995
3481 | 121,697 L4T3 3631 8104
2835 | 98,857 413 337 7484
2449 | 85,218 2785 | 2550 5335
3802 [ 130,561 591 3989 9900
2844 | 97455 4001 3N4 b

2626 | 89,800 3478 2808 6286
3393 | 115,839 5189 3755 8944
279 92,393 4080 | 273 6793

GP-81-2YR WEST RIVER FARM
VG-85-3YR ROSE GATE DAIRY FARMS LTD
EX-90-2E B & L FARMS LTD

EX-92-3E TONESA HOLSTEINS LTD
VG-87-3YR WISSELVIEW FARMS
EX-90-5E HAMMING HOLSTEINS LTD
VG-87-5YR COUNTRY CHARM FARMS LTD
GP-82-2YR FRASER EDGE FARMS LTD
VG-85-4YR WEST RIVER FARM
VG-85-3YR ROSE GATE DAIRY FARMS LTD

Ol N |o oo |N oo o (N
W O [ [N N [N N | | |

MARSFIELD ELUDE HOPE . 1.4 11
CONTINENTAL DEMPSEY DELORES } 1.4 12
CHUBANNA MERIDIAN PABLO . 1.4 12
OSTARA CHIEF 912 ! 13 12
MARSFIELD LET IT SNOW SAM . 13 12
MARSFIELD DUDE SAMMY JO b 14 11
NEW ROCKPORT BORIS SUMMER 15 1.2
MARSFIELD DENZEL KIMMY : 17 12
MARSFIELD MONETARY SAM . 1.4 11
NIFERA AIRINTAKE ALI : 1.4 12

SASKATCHEWAN
BROYHILL AIRINTAKE SONOVA . 11
ALLEY SEAVER LILY ! 12
ELKREST CALIBER 3766 . 13
ELKREST AVALON 3455 b 12
ALLEY DOORMAN JUNE X 11
ELKREST MCCTUCHEN 3768 ! 12
SMILEY CAPSTONE SUGAR . 13
TIGERLILLY ALTA5G 2138 ! 12
ROBELLA UNO HAIKU . 13
MARFAY HALEY 1578 b 12
SKUNKHOLLOW ROWDY ULGA 1.2

MANITOBA
AGGIES ANDRE SHARON J 1.4
HALARDA TANIA MANDATE 9607 . 0.6
AGGIES SUPERSIRE CHER b 1.6
ISAAC DODGE HADDIE . 13
STURLANE FARSANO ALEXIS b 12
HALARDA DEAN BERLIN 10481 0.6
MULLER FEVER UBER H 13
GRENKOW SHOCKTOP DUSTINE . 11

HALARDA BONNIE GALAPOGA 10137 H 0.6
HALARDA ALEXIS SCHUMACH 10930 . 0.7

3102 [ 6,423 4283 | 3542 7825
145,908 5315 4539 9854
99,677 3783|3270 7053
87,055 3144 2752 5896
138,946 5066 | 4415 9481
144,335 5601 4461 10062
103,201 4210 3560 7770
170,573 7862 5634 13496
96,238 3756|3031 6787
112,519 4612 3706 8318

VG-88-4YR GERT & SONJA SCHRYVER
EX-90-8YR DEERFIELD COLONY FARMING CO. LTD
VG-87-3YR CHUBANNA HOLSTEINS LTD
EX-90-2E OSTARA HOLSTEINS

GP-83-3YR GERT & SONJA SCHRYVER

EX-91-5E GERT & SONJA SCHRYVER
GP-83-2YR NEW ROCKPORT FARMING CO. LTD
EX-93-8E GERT & SONJA SCHRYVER
VG-88-4YR GERT & SONJA SCHRYVER
VG-86-4YR NIFERA HOLSTEINS

N ol | || [N (oo (o
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126,529 3759 3491 7250
115,357 3943 | 3409 7352
125,746 4668 | 3853 8521
138,248 4514 4179 8693
92,800 301 2878 5889
126,817 4544 | 4128 8672
119,458 4625 3812 8437
93,646 3304 2988 6292
127,792 4793 3967 8760
124,829 4559 | 3797 8356
112232 3926 | 3421 7341

EX-90-2E BROYHILL HOLSTEINS
EX-91-3E ALLEY HOLSTEINS
VG-88-8YR OSLER DAIRY FARM LTD
EX-90-2E OSLER DAIRY FARM LTD
VG-85-3YR ALLEY HOLSTEINS
EX-90-2E OSLER DAIRY FARM LTD
GP-83-3YR SMILEY HOLSTEINS
GP-83-4YR STAR CITY FARMING CO. LTD
EX-95-5E ROBELLA HOLSTEINS
GP-83-2YR MARFAY FARMS LTD
GP-84-4YR DALVOORDE DAIRIES LTD

™M |0 |(N|ol NN oo oo oo
b T B T e N e T et T e e O e N e T e B |
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101,122 4040 | 3057 7097
107,866 1824 1582 3406
123,812 5570 3876 9446
91,072 3429 | 275 6144
11,083 3112 3185 6957
88,679 1524 1302 2826
97,623 3725 3101 6826
81,396 2632 | 2684 5316
89,546 1703 1363 3066
69,595 1343 1155 2498

VG-85-3YR HUEGING DAIRIES LTD
HALARDA FARMS LTD
VG-85-3YR HUEGING DAIRIES LTD
VG-86-5YR ISAAC DAIRY LTD
GP-83-2YR STURGEON CREEK COLONY
HALARDA FARMS LTD
VG-86-3YR RICHARD MULLER
VG-85-3YR GRENKOW HOLSTEINS
HALARDA FARMS LTD
HALARDA FARMS LTD

SH~lo o oo o ool | NN (o
bt T e T e N - - A e N e T e T I B R B |
W (O [ | [ N NN




News from Lakeland College

Student-Managed Dairy Wraps Up Another
Strong Year at Lakeland College

Jessica Emmott,
Ag Sciences Instructor

As another academic year comes
to a close, the students of Lakeland
College’s Student-Managed Farm
Dairy Unit - Powered by New Holland
have wrapped up a productive and
rewarding semester.

This year's team recently completed
their final presentations, showcasing
ayear of hard work, decision-making,
and real-world farm experience. The
presentation was a success and
demonstrated both the knowledge
students gained and the practical
outcomes of their year managing the
dairy herd.

The students also had the chance
to start monitoring the new Del aval
Behaviour Analysis ear tags, which

Bonnie continues to grow the international
list of recipients of her monthly digital
Coming Events and Holstein news bulletin
to help keep everyone connected since
she retired from the Holstein Journal.
We appreciate her sharing these with
us. Reach out to Bonnie to get added to
the entire comprehensive news bulletin.
becooper2010@gmail.com

Holstein News

* As was shared earlier, Holstein
Canada announced on May Ist that
CEO Sartaj Sarkaria is no longer with
Holstein Canada, and Dairy Farmers of
Canada(DFC)reported on April 24th the
departure of CEO Jacques Lefebvre.

* MARSFIELD DENZEL KIMMY
(EX-93-8E-5*), bred and owned by
Gert and Sonja Schrijver, Stettler, AB,
is the first cow to ever receive Holstein
Canada’s Super 10 award, recognizing
ten consecutive Superior Lactation
records. Over her career, Kimmy has
produced 186,225 kg milk, 4.6% fat, 3.3%
protein (329-403-337)in 10 lactations.

* Brian Kitchen, “Kitch” died in April
in Stuart, Florida. Originally from the
Curries, ON, area, Brian worked for
Western Breeders Service before
founding Dairy Contact, the Alberta
based dairy newspaper. He would go on
to hold a variety of positions during his
career in both Canada and the United
States, including General Manager of
the Canadian Maine-Anjou Association
from 1980-85.

*Yvan Ten-Have, 63, of La Sarre, QC, died
on April 25th. Yvan bred Holsteins under
the Tendale prefix at Saint-Simon-de-
Clermont, Que., until 2021. He is survived
by three children including son Maxime
(Melissa Kemmere) of Crossfield, AB,
who is a fitter and sales representative
for STgenetics.

Bonnie Cooper
Retired Holstein Journal Editor

were introduced in the last few months
of the term. While they only had a short
time to get familiar with the system,
the early signs are promising. Next
year’s team will be able to build on
this and compare the ear tags with
the existing SenseHub collars to see
which system best supports herd
management.

Now, the team has dispersed, heading
back to family farms, summer
employment, or full-time roles
across the industry. A number of
students will be returningin the fall to
continue their studies in Agricultural
Business, bringing with them a deeper
understanding of herd management,
financial planning and leadership.

One of the team’s final initiatives

involved planning for a permanent improvements.

1

A d
Lakeland

COLLEGE

bred heifer pen closer to the main
barn. The goal of this improvement is
to support more consistent monitoring
and management of close-up heifers.
The new pen, once complete, will allow
students to walk heifers directly into
the barn when it’s time to transition -
eliminating the need to load and haul
them - ultimately improving both animal
handling and efficiency.

The team also pulled together some
practical suggestions for next year’s
group, hoping to make the transition
a little smoother, setting the stage for
another good year. As they pass the
torch, they've left the dairy ready for
the next team to step in, keep things
moving, and add their own ideas and
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The Student Managed Farm team

ended their semester, making final
presentations, showcasing the many
aspects of their varied hands-on projects.

- CHINOOK
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Efficiency
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-

MagStream milk
meter - smooth milk
flow and vacuum ...
so much more!

Let us design your

before heat costs you milk,

health, fertility and comfort.

Blackfalds, Alberta
#48, 27323 Twp Rd 394
Lacombe County, AB T4M 0S1
Phone: 403-885-2527
Service: 403-885-4422

Lethbridge, Alberta
32066 Ave N
Lethbridge, AB TTH5C3
Phone: 403-328-2569

For the life of your dairy™

~/
CHINOOK

FARM INNOVATIONS INC
chinookfarm.com

OUR LOCATIONS

Chilliwack, British Columbia
110-43995 Progress Way
Chilliwack, BC V2R OE6

Phone: 604-824-4343
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Hague, Saskatchewan
98 N Service Rd, Box 723
Hague, SK SOK 1X0
Phone: 306-225-5000
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Going Viral to Combat Johne’s Disease

Natali Shafer, M.Sc.

Natali recently graduated with a Master’s degree in Veterinary Medicine from the University of
Calgary and continues to study bacteriophages. She can be reached at natalishaferl@gmail.com.

Many livestock owners have seen first-hand how
devastating the spread of a pathogen can be for a cattle
operation. One such pathogen, Mycobacterium avium
subsp. paratuberculosis (MAP) bacteria, causes Johne's
disease. Johne's disease can be found all over the world. It
causes ruminants such as cattle to lose body conditioning,
experience diarrhea, and eventually die. Usually, calves are
exposed to MAP bacteriawhen they are very young through
incidental ingestion of feces. The chronic infection can
take years to show any clinical signs, all the while the cow
could be shedding and spreading the pathogen around
the farm. Canadian cattle farmers have very few disease
mitigation options as no vaccines are currently available
in Canada, and there is no way to cure the disease. So,
in the De Buck Laboratory at the University of Calgary,
we sought to investigate nontraditional ways of fighting
bacterial infections. One such way was first discovered by
aFrench Canadian scientist named Felix d'Herelle in 1917,
when he observed that bacteria can be killed by another
microbe: a virus. Our research group focused on these
viruses, because we believe they could be a valuable tool
in our fight against Johne's disease.

When Viruses are on Our Side

Viruses that kill bacteria are called bacteriophages, or
phages. In the laboratory, we can grow billions of phages
and administer themto infect and kill bacteria. Phages are
not the same type of virus that can infect humans, they
canonlyinfect bacteria. Infact, phages are anormal part
of our microbiome, helping to keep bacteria populations
in check. Not only do these viruses only kill bacteria, but
they also have preferred types of bacteria they selectively
predate, while they leave the other bacteria alone. This
makes them preferable to antibiotics in some ways
because antibiotics kill most bacteria, including ones
that are beneficial. However, sometimes phages cause
the bacteria they infect to become resistant to further
phage infection, which could give the bacteria a leg up.
To disable the main source of resistance in the phage,
we must edit the phage genome.

Phages are too small to be
seen with a standard
microscope. To
find a phage, you
don’t look for
the presence
of the phage,
you look for
the absence

of bacteria.
The dots on
this culture
dish are ‘zones
of death’ against
a background of
bacterial growth.
Those dots are the
result of phages killing the bacteria in that area.

First, we needed to prove that phages can be used
to prevent Johne's disease. We isolated several new
phages that could kill MAP bacteria. Then, we added
phages to milk replacer and gave it to the calves every
day until weaning, and subsequently exposed them to
MAP. We found that the calves that were given phages
were protected from MAP infection, whereas the
calves that had no phage showed evidence of infection.
Therefore, the phages successfully prevented the calves
from getting Johne's disease in this experimental trial.
The next step was to genetically modify the phages to
eliminate the most common source of phage resistance,
so they can potentially be used on a larger scale.

First, we selected one phage that was found to be
particularly promising throughout the course of the trial.
We found the phage in many samples taken from the
calf trial, so we knew that this phage was a persistent
and effective MAP killer. To eliminate the main source
of resistance from the phage genome, we genetically
engineered the phage to delete a key gene. Without
that gene, the phage was unable to easily generate a

phage-resistant bacteria. Then, we made sure that our
tinkering did not change the fundamental parts of this
phage that we liked, namely its killing efficiency. Indeed,
the engineered phage performed similarly to its natural
counterpart, killing the bacteria at the same rate as our
unedited phage. We measured this by comparing the time
it takes to achieve complete bacterial death between the
two phages. This was encouraging, as it told us that we
have a phage that was likely to be just as effective as it
was in the trial, without the problem of phage resistance
for regulators to be concerned about.

| 057 Bacterial Growth Over Time
| — Unedited Phage
/| — Edited Phage
No Phage

0.4+ ) ]

OD600

T T T T 1
5:00:00 10:00:00

Time (hours)

0:00:00

This graph shows bacterial growth over time. The green
line represents what happens when there is no phage
and the bacteria continues to grow. The red and blue
lines show how the natural and modified phage perform
similarly, killing off the bacteria at the same rate.

| envision a future where genetically engineered phages
are a routine supplement given to calves in their first
few months of life. These phages will be designed so
they have areduced risk of causing phage resistance in
bacteria, so that they are safer and more likely to obtain
requlatory approval. Our trial and our subsequent genetic
engineering experiments are the first steps towards
this future. T~

From the Farm Up:

Producer Feedback Drives proAction Animal Care Pilot Project

Morgan Sangster,
BC Dairy Producer Support Manager
306-290-5695 | Msangster@bcdairy.ca

As the Canadian dairy industry continues to prioritize
excellence in animal welfare, the Animal Care proAction
pilot project emerged as a vital initiative in refining and
evolving national standards. Delivered across Canada,
this pilot provided a valuable opportunity to assess
proposed updates based on the 2023 Code of Practice
for Dairy Cattle to the proAction Animal Care module
while directly involving producers in the process.

The pilot project's primary goal was to inform and gather
meaningful feedback from dairy producers about the
draft changes under consideration by the Dairy Farmers
of Canada (DFC) Animal Care Technical Committee
(ACTC). Through a combination of mock validations and
producer engagement sessions, the project served as
atest run of the proposed new requirements and tools
to ensure they are practical, effective, and reflective of
on-farm realities.

Western Canada’s Active Participation:
Broad Engagement and Strong Feedback

In British Columbia and Alberta, the pilot project saw
exceptional engagement from producers. Over the
course of the initiative, 12 dedicated proAction pilot
meetings were held across both provinces. These
producer engagement sessions brought together more
than 190 dairy producers, demonstrating a strong
collective commitment to shaping the future of animal
care in the industry.

These meetings weren't just informational - they were

12X

Priction

1]
designed asinteractive platforms for feedback. Through
opendiscussions, producers shared their perspectives
onvarious aspects of the proposed new requirements for
Animal Care module, including the proposed protocols,
recordkeeping tools, and assessment procedures. As a
result, both BC and Alberta collected over 400 individual
comments and recommendations around the proposed
new requirements of the program. These were compiled
and submitted directly to the DFC proAction ACTC,
ensuring that producer voices were well-represented
in the national review process.

Validation as a Learning Tool: Realistic Mock
Assessments

To simulate how the updated module might be applied
under real conditions, all four western provinces decided
to invite all producers due between January-March
2025 for a full validation to participate in the mock
validation. The uptake was impressive with a total of
185 mock validations having been completed. These
validations offered a dual benefit: they helped test
the proposed animal care assessment tools, and they
provided producers with firsthand experience in how
future validations could look and feel.

Each mock validationincluded a thorough walkthrough of
proposed new criteria, such as animal-based indicators,
new SOP requirements, and updated recordkeeping
expectations. The feedback from these validations
was instrumental in highlighting strengths, uncovering

challenges, and identifying areas for clarification or
improvement.

The high level of producer participation in these mock
validations cannot be underscored - it highlights a
robust level of engagement and ensures adequate
representation at both the regional and national
levels. This widespread participation reflects the dairy
community's shared dedication to transparent, science-
based, and feasible animal care standards.

Looking Ahead: Collaborative Standards,
Stronger Outcomes

The Animal Care proAction pilot project showcased
how collaborative consultation strengthens national
standards. By involving producers at every stage - from
validation to group feedback - the pilot ensured that any
future changes to the proAction Animal Care module are
both scientifically grounded and practically applicable
on the farm. We are very appreciative for producers that
took the time out of their busy lives to participate and
offer their valuable feedback as well as to those that
participated in the on-farm mock-validations.

As the DFC ACTC continuesits review process of the data
collected nationally, the insights gathered from Western
Canada will play a critical role in providing practical
consideration for on-farm implementation of proAction.
This process ensures continuous improvement,
accountability, and a commitment to the highest level
of animal care standards across Canadian dairy farms.



HARD WORK
MADE EASY

For you, the work never stops. From growing crops to daily farm
chores, the M7-4 tractor was built to help farmers get it all done.
Designed for comfort and reliability, these tractors can handle your
big and small jobs all year round. Plus, with excellent dealership
support, you can trust we work as hard as our equipment. Make your
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wmeell STYLE AND
B PRODUCTION

OVER 1400 KG MILK | +10 CONFORMATION | 3500+ LPI

AGEA

200HO12575

PROGENESIS

POPROCK

+1422 KG MILK | +112 KG FAT | +72 KG PROTEIN

RATING %RK

CONFORMATION

MAMMARY SYSTEM 5 84

FEET & LEGS 8 93

DAIRY STRENGTH 9 96 $on.. ‘

RUMP 7 92 PROGENESIS ZAZZLE PAPRIKA
EX-93-4YR-CAN | DAM

200HO13073

WALNUTLAWN PG

BENS

+1443 KG MILK | +46 KG FAT | +52 KG PROTEIN

RATING %RK (0] 5 10 15
CONFORMATION 16 99
MAMMARY SYSTEM 12 99
FEET & LEGS 15 99
DAIRY STRENGTH 10 97 :
RUMP 3 71 WALNUTLAWN LAMBDA BEYONCE

EX-87-1YR | DAM

WE OWN 14
OF THE TOP 19
GENOMIC SIRES

that meet these elite benchmarks — including
Poprock, Keefer, and Benson.

The future of profitable dairy herds is here.

contact us

©® 1625 ANGUS CAMPBELL RD
¢ 1.800.563.5603
@ WESTGEN.COM




