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Bethany Heppner and Associates Ltd. | Co-operators Financial Investment Services Inc.

Farm insurance is underwritten by Co-operators General Insurance Company. Not all products are available in all provinces.  © 2023 Co-operators and Co-operators Financial Investment 
Services Inc. Co-operators® is a registered trademark of The Co-operators Group Limited. For Saskatchewan, visit cooperators.ca, or contact 1-800-265-2662. F0007 (04/23)   

Investment s. Insurance. Advi ce.

Financial Advisor and Mutual Fund Investment Specialist
8-8590 200 St, Langley

604-455-5070 bethanyheppner_associates@cooperators.ca

Bethany Heppner

Cove rage 
designed  wit h 
your farm in mind.
Talk to me today.
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Vandeven Financial Solutions Ltd. | Co-operators Financial Investment Services Inc.

Farm insurance is underwritten by Co-operators General Insurance Company. Not all products are available in all provinces.  © 2023 Co-operators and Co-operators Financial Investment 
Services Inc. Co-operators® is a registered trademark of The Co-operators Group Limited. For Saskatchewan, visit cooperators.ca, or contact 1-800-265-2662. F0007 (04/23)   

Investments . Insurance . Advice.

Financial Advisor and Mutual Fund Investment Specialist
101-1520 McCallum Rd, Abbotsford
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Shawna Vandeven, EPC, QAFP™

Coverage 
desig ned with 
your farm i n mind.
Talk to me today.
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ANDRIES STEEGST�
ASSOCIATE

B.Sc. Agriculture (Farm and Immigration Consultant)

E-mail: asteegstra@royallepage.ca
www.centralalbertafarms.com

Tel: 403-782-3171   |  Cell: 403-391-6260   |  Fax: 403-782-7003

LIFESTYLES REALTY
5820A, Hwy 2A Lacombe, AB T4L 2G5
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKER

www.bcfarmandranch.com
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YOUR 
AGRICULTURE 
REAL ESTATE 
SPECIALISTS! 

Whether you are looking to 

purchase or sell a commercial 

farm, small hobby farm, or house & 

acreage, we can provide you with 

professional assistance every step 

of the way.  
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info@agribution.com  •  tel: 204-229-5916    •  www.agribution.com

!

Feed CLEAN Brewers Grain!

Hygienic bins – suitable for small/medium herds
Weekly deliveries – you choose how many bins
No messy piles prone to spoilage

Text/Call Ken: 
604-799-3930604-799-3930
Text/Call Ken: 
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4-H NewsFromBC
4-H British Columbia Provincial Council/4-H BC Foundation
1150 Kalamalka Lake Road, Vernon, BC V1T 6V2
Phone: 250-545-0336  Fax: 250-250-545-0399 
Toll Free: 1-866-776-0373
E-mail: mail@bc4h.bc.ca  |  Website: www.bc4h.bc.ca

4-H Canada
www.4-H-Canada.caChris Maarhuis: 604-855-1240

E-mail: Chris@holsteinnews.com

Next submission deadline: Nov. 7, 2025 
Christmas 2025 issue in the mail Dec. 9.

CHILLIWACK 4-H DAIRY CLUB
Club Reporter: Colton Schurmann

COWICHAN 4-H HOLSTEIN CLUB
Submitted by: Michelle Laszczyk

MATSQUI HOLSTEIN 4-H CLUB
Club reporter Zackary DeJong

SUMAS HOLSTEIN 4-H CLUB
Club Reporter: Mia Bouwman

Chilliwack 4-H Dairy has had a very busy summer! Our members participated in the 
Vancouver Island show, Maple Ridge CountryFest, Agrifair, Chilliwack Fair and WCC. 
The highlights of these shows for our members were: Maple Ridge CountryFest: 1st 
place Dairy stall, 5th place Interclub, Kayla Schurmann: Champion Junior Showman. 
Agrifair: 1st place tied stall, 2nd place Interclub, Kayla Schurmann: Champion Junior 
Showman and Reserve Champion Overall Showman, Jackson Schurmann: Champion 
Intermediate Showman, Logan VandenBrink: Reserve Champion Heifer. Chilliwack Fair: 
3rd place tied stall, 1st place Interclub, Kayla Schurmann: Reserve Junior Showman, 
Jackson Schurmann: Champion Heifer and Kirstyn Kobes: Reserve Champion Heifer. 
We held our Club Achievement Day at Chilliwack Fair as well and the winners were:  
Kayla Schurmann, Champion Junior Showman; Colton Schurmann, Reserve Champion 
Junior Showman; Jackson Schurmann: Champion Senior Showman; Kirstyn Kobes, 
Reserve Champion Senior Showman; Jackson Schurmann, Champion Senior Heifer 
and Kirstyn Kobes, Reserve Champion Senior Heifer. All our members worked very 
had over this show season and it was a huge success.

Our next club event will be the year-end awards BBQ in October.

Chilliwack Dairy would like to thank the following sponsors that have supported our 
club members: WestGen, National Bank, Kobes Dairy Farm, Pacific Dairy, J&D Farmers 
Dairy Service, Chinook Farm Innovations, MidValley Manufacturing, Trouw Nutrition, 
Tripple B Farms, Groothof Trucking, West Coast Robotics, KPMG, Corals Cows Herd 
Services, Loewen Welding, Gagner Ventures and Greenbelt Veterinary Services. 
Without sponsors, we wouldn’t be able to do all of the club activities, so we really 
appreciate the support!

If you are interested in joining Chilliwack Dairy next year or becoming a sponsor, please 
reach out to us at chilliwack4hdairy@gmail.com.

Cowichan 4-H Holstein Club members have had a busy summer! Attending the 
Vancouver Island Holstein Show and Maple Ridge Country Fest in July, and the Cobble 
Hill Fair in August. We also had one show in September, the Cowichan Exhibition. 
There we had our annual ice cream fundraiser, as well as selling tubs of ice cream 
in the 4-H auction as a club fundraiser.

This year, members had the opportunity to go on a couple farm tours. Thank you 
to the Groenendijk family and Balme family for hosting. We would also like to thank 
WestGen for their generous sponsorship, this year it helped get our members’ calves 
to the Maple Ridge Fair.

Fair season has come and gone, and oh the fun we had!

The first show that Sumas Holstein Club attended was the Vancouver Island Holstein Show. 
We had 16 members come along and had a blast bonding and working together as a team.

The second show that our club attended was the Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Country 
Fest. We had 14 members that went and had the most success in the show ring this year 
than other years past.

The third show was Agrifair, and we also had our achievement day. The placings 
for achievement day were Kylie Luymes with Junior Champion Showman and Evan 
Hammersmark with Reserve Junior Showman. For our Intermediates we had Emily 
Hammersmark winning Intermediate Champion Showman and Mia Bouwman with Reserve 
Intermediate Showman. For Seniors we had Elinor Hammersmark with Senior Champion 
Showman and Kaycee Meier as Reserve Senior Showman. For Junior calf we had Callen 
Van Leeuwen with Champion Junior Calf and Kaycee Meier with Reserve Junior Calf. 
For Intermediate calves we had Emily Hammersmark with Champion Intermediate Calf 
and Elinor Hammersmark with Reserve Intermediate Calf. For our Senior calves we had 
Olivia Dueck with Champion Senior Calf and Kylie Luymes with Reserve Senior Calf.

The fourth show that we attended was Chilliwack Fair. We had lots of fun and had four 
members attend the round robin where they got to try their hand at showing beef, rabbit, 
sheep and goat. They also had to judge a floral arrangement!

Our last fair was in Agassiz in September. What a great fair season!

Great job to all our members with your dedication and hard work throughout this year. 
We would like to thank all our sponsors for making this possible.

THANK YOU!

Their support plays a vital role in the
success of our projects and programs!

  4-H BC Recognizes the
Following Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors 

Silver Sponsors 

Armstrong 

Gold Sponsors 

Titanium Sponsors

Their support plays a vital
role in the success of our
projects and programs!

This year was 
a  ve r y  g o o d 
show year for 
Matsqui Holstein 
4-H Club. Our 
first show was 
M a p l e  R i d g e 
Countr y Fest. 
Then we went 
to Abbotsford 
Agrifair where 
we  d i d  c l u b 
achievement. The winner for Junior Showmanship was Julianne Hessels. The winner of 
Senior Showmanship was Tessa Langelaan. The Champion calf was Aubrey Langelaan. 
Thank you to Lorene Barnum for judging. The club also went to Chilliwack Fair. Four 
of our members went to WCC. Thank you to all our parents, volunteers and club 
donations for making this year great!
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1st Lactation (22 entries) 
1. SUNNYHOME LAMBDA RIDDLES 
Sunnyhome Holsteins, Salmon Arm 
2. GLORYBOUND BUNNY BAROLO 
Glorybound Holsteins, Enderby 
3. HAMMING LAMBDA SLIM SHADY 
Hamming Holsteins, Vernon

2nd Lactation (22 entries) 
1. HAMMING BELIEVE SAMARA 
Hamming Holsteins, Vernon 
2. SPALLVUE ILLUSTRATOR PEPSI 
Luttmerding Farms, Spallumcheen 
3. YDOORN BIBBY ALONGSIDE 
Veldhuisen Dairy, Armstrong

Production Winner 
HAMMING BELIEVE SAMARA 
Hamming Holsteins, Vernon

3+ Lactation (14 entries) 
1. MAZJESTIC KINGPIN HARPER 
Mazur Dairy, Spallumcheen 
2. GLORYBOUND WEST HORIZON 
Glorybound Holsteins, Enderby 
3. DARIDELITE COREY DUCHENE 
Dari Delite Farm, Sicamous

Production Winner 
LAVENDER MIRAND REDEMPTION RED 
Lavender Farms, Enderby

60,000+ KGS (4 entries) 
1. HAMMING TATTOO DARLINA 
Hamming Holsteins, Vernon 
2. GOLDENSET ERYN EXPANDER 
Goldenset Holsteins, Sicamous 
3. SPALLVUE GOLDCHIP JAELYN 
Luttmerding Farms, Spallumcheen

Production Winner 
HAMMING TATOO DARLINA 
Hamming Holsteins, Vernon

Breeders Pair 
Hamming Holsteins, Vernon 
HAMMING BELIEVE SAMARA 
HAMMING TATOO DARLINA

Grand Champion Holstein 
SUNNYHOME LAMBDA RIDDLES 
Sunnyhome Holsteins, Salmon Arm

1st Lactation Jersey (8 entries) 
1. SUNNY HILL VICTORIOUS AUDACITY 
Sunny Hill Jerseys, Enderby 
2. PACIFIC CREST CC MANHATTAN 
Mike Podschadly & Brent Rocha, Armstrong 
3. GLOAMIN BOOMERANG DAFFODIL 
Joni DeWitt & Family, Sicamous

2nd Lactation Jersey (7 entries) 
1. PODCREST JOYRIDE NEXUS 
Mike Podschadly, Armstrong 
2. TRIPLE S DELICIOUS JORDAN 
Triple S Farms, Enderby 
3. GLOAMIN IRWIN FRANKIE 
Joni DeWitt & Family, Sicamous

Production Winner 
SUNNY HILL WEBCAM MOOFASA 
Sunny Hill Jerseys, Enderby

3+ Lactation Jersey (6 entries) 
1. SILVERFOX JORDAN ZEST 
Sydney Fox, Westwold 
2. SUNNY HILL MANTRA ATHENA 
Sunny Hill Jerseys, Enderby 
3. SILVERFOX JORDAN BIKINI 
Sydney Fox, Westwold

Production Winner 
SUNNY HILL MANTRA ATHENA 
Sunny Hill Jerseys, Enderby

Grand Champion Jersey 
PODCREST JOYRIDE NEXUS 
Mike Podschadly, Armstrong

North Okanagan Holstein Club

JULY 17TH & 18TH 

SUNNYHOME LAMBDA RIDDLESSUNNYHOME LAMBDA RIDDLES

 MAZJESTIC KINGPIN HARPER MAZJESTIC KINGPIN HARPER

 SUNNY HILL VICTORIOUS AUDACITY SUNNY HILL VICTORIOUS AUDACITY

SUNNY HILL WEBCAM MOOFASASUNNY HILL WEBCAM MOOFASA

SUNNY HILL MANTRA ATHENASUNNY HILL MANTRA ATHENA

HAMMING BELIEVE SAMARAHAMMING BELIEVE SAMARA

LAVENDER MIRAND REDEMPTION REDLAVENDER MIRAND REDEMPTION RED

HAMMING TATOO DARLINA HAMMING TATOO DARLINA 

 PODCREST JOYRIDE NEXUS PODCREST JOYRIDE NEXUS

SILVERFOX JORDAN ZEST SILVERFOX JORDAN ZEST 

Breeders CuBreeders Cupp  20252025
Judge: William Wikkerink 

Photos & Results Courtesy of Mike Podschadley & Corissa Haambuckers 
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Mike Yusko, BC Dairy Historical Society
dihscurator@gmail.com     www.bcdairyhistory.ca 

Pat Burns – A Legendary Pioneer and 
Western Canadian Dairy Builder

A Peek into the Past

Patrick O’Byrne was born to Irish immigrants in Oshawa, 
Upper Canada (now Ontario) on July 6, 1859. Patrick had 
little formal schooling but learned a great deal about hard 
work and thriftiness from his parents. When a neighbour 
paid him wages with oxen instead of cash, he butchered 
the oxen, sold the meat, and made twice their value. In the 
spring of 1878, Patrick and his brother John travelled to 
Winnipeg. Lacking the money to buy horses, they set out on 
foot, walking 260 kms to their homesteads in Minnedosa, 
Manitoba. He changed his name to Burns. He gradually 
became involved in buying cattle and selling meat. He 
began with a cow bought on credit and sold for $4.00. He 
would drive his neighbours’ cattle to the Winnipeg market 
and freight goods back. By 1885, he was buying and selling 
his own cattle. He bought 15 cows from a Manitoba farmer 
in 1878 and sealed the deal with a handshake.

“Neither man could read nor write,” says Burns’ great-
grand-nephew Dennis Burns. “After that, Uncle Pat did all 
his deals that way and became known across the land as 
a true man of his word.”

Burns made his fortune in the meat industry. He supplied 
meat and cattle to many of the railroad construction 
projects and even shipped cattle to the Yukon during 
the Klondike Gold Rush. He set up packing plants across 
western Canada.

Pat Burns also made a significant contribution to 
the development of the dairy industry. He wanted 
diversification that would encompass a range of basic 
agricultural products from the soil of western Canada. 
While beef and pork were prominent, other food products 
such as milk, vegetables, fruits, and poultry were equally 
important to diet-conscious consumers. Despite ranchers’ 
disdain for dairy farming, Burns eagerly advocated for 
dairy farming. “We can grow more than wheat and meat 
here, and we must.”

Increasing dairy production on farms would enhance mixed 
farming. Building creameries and cheese factories would 
provide new opportunities. He hired Everard Clarke to 
write and publish the CREAM PRODUCER magazine to 
encourage dairy cattle breed development, improvements 

in the efficiency in dairy farming 
methods and high-quality milk 
production.

Christian Marker, Alberta’s 
commissioner, consulted with 
his friend Pat Burns. Marker 
involved Burns in a program to 
enhance Alberta cattle efficiency 
by buying superior milk stock and 
selling them to farmers at cost. 
Payments were deducted from 
cream cheques.

In 1924, Burns purchased Edmonton 
City Dairy ’s butter and cheese 
plants. He also formed Palm Dairies, 
making his company the largest 
manufacturer of creamery butter in 
Canada. Burns aimed to produce the 
highest quality butter and cheese. He succeeded, winning 
multiple national and international awards, including a 
gold medal at the British Dairy Farmers’ Association 
show in 1925. By 1928, his firm, P. Burns & Company Ltd., 
had established a network of 65 creameries and cheese 
factories across Western Canada.

Burns established two dairy farms west of Calgary. One 
farm on former C K Ranch land housed Holsteins, while 
the nearby Neilson Farm kept Jerseys. Both farms became 
popular and profitable showplaces.

Burns ensured that the company’s horses 
for milk deliveries were carefully selected 
and well-maintained, favoring quality 
black horses. E.A. Lewis, the long-time 
manager, recalled that Burns visited 
occasionally to check on the business and 

then inspected the stables, knowing many horses by name.

Ranching was his true passion. Burns’ 700,000 acres 
(2,800 km2) of cattle ranches covered a vast area of 
Southern Alberta. He boasted about being able to travel 
from Cochrane to the US border without ever leaving his 
land. Burns was one of the “Big Four” businessmen who 
established the Calgary Stampede in 1912.

In 1931, he was appointed to the Canadian Senate as a 
representative for Alberta.

His contributions to the dairy industry, along with his other 
business ventures, continue to be recognized as significant 
in shaping the agricultural landscape of Western Canada. 
On October 16, 2008, the Calgary Herald named Burns as 
“Alberta’s Greatest Citizen.”

Canadian author, Grant MacEwan, wrote Burns’ biography, 
“Pat Burns, Cattle King.” Burns is mentioned in several other 
books on western Canadian history. His name is dotted 
across western Canada. ‘Burns Bog’ in Delta, BC was part 
of his land purchases.

“Before the discovery of oil in western Canada, there was 
Pat Burns.”

Patrick Burns was a poor farm boy, indomitable pioneer, empire builder, rancher, magnificent philanthropist, 
creamery operator and cheese producer, and the creator of the largest packing industry in Canada.

The following tribute to him, titled “The Grand Old Man” was  published in the March 1937 edition of the  
Cream Producer magazine by editor, J.J. Tighe:

“On Saturday, February 27, the last of the grand old men of the west – the men who pioneered the way for settlement 
– was laid to rest in Calgary. Senator Patrick Burns was more than a man. To many he was an institution.  

He typified western Canada in the minds of those to whom Calgary was just a name.

He found Alberta the habitat of Indians and scattered beef herds. He did more than one man’s part in its up building. 
He made employment for thousands and left behind him a record of integrity which has seldom been equaled.

His good works will live after him.”

(http://www.bcdairyhistory.ca/cream-producer/magazine/Cream_Producer_Vol08_Num08_March_1937.pdf)

Opa Driessen turns 100!Opa Driessen turns 100!

Congratulations to Peter Driessen  
on his 100th birthday! 

He celebrated his special day at the home farm, Driessen 
Farms, on Nicomen Island (BC) with his very large family. The crowd 
consisted of all his 12 children, 36 grandchildren, 72 great-grandchildren 
(with three more due soon) and his first great-great grandchild, plus 
14 Dutchies, nieces and nephews from Holland and Ontario. Peter 
started farming on Nicomen Island in 1960, after emigrating from 
the Netherlands in 1951. He has enjoyed watching his family and farm 
operation grow over the years, with many children and grandchildren 
still involved in the dairy business he loves. 

Our friend and noted Holstein Historian,  
Doug Blair, began collecting audio interviews 
with iconic Holstein industry leaders in 1984.  
By 2011, he had amassed dozens of hours 
of tape recordings of 60 remarkable 
industry legends.

Transcribed by our friend Bonnie 
Cooper (retired Holstein Journal 
Editor), the first seven interviews have 
been printed with the collaboration of 
Holstein history author, Ron Eustice.

Extensive coverage and illustrations fill 
100 pages from these icons: Ray Brubacher, 
Roy Ormiston, Dave Younger, Gustav Wilke,  
Bert Stewart, Lowell Lindsey and Jacob Chardon.

IN THEIR OWN WORDS VOL. 1
Legends of the Cattle Breeding Business

Available on AMAZON or Contact Doug Blair 
at 825.454.1142 or dgblair0@gmail.com
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Uncover the trends shaping the future

Ready to navigate the ever-evolving landscape 
of the food and beverage industry? In a year 
marked by uncertainty and change, stay ahead 
with insights and analysis to help you strategize 
and thrive.   

 2025  
FOOD AND 
BEVERAGE  

REPORT

 Download the report today 
fcc.ca/FoodBevReport
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C A N A D I A N
P R O U D L Y

B R E D   •   L E D   •   O W N E D

S U P P O R T I N G  C A N A D I A N  F A R M E R S

W E S T G E N . C O M        |        1 6 2 5  A N G U S  C A M P B E L L  R O A D        |        1 . 8 0 0 . 5 6 3 . 5 6 0 3

p r o u d  t o  b e  w e s t e r n  c a n a d a ’ s  o n l y  
f a r m e r - o w n e d  a n d  d i r e c t e d  a i  c o m p a n y .


