








In their fourth stop on the Fall Producer
Meeting tour, Directors of the BC Milk
Marketing Board (BCMMB) and BC Dairy
visited Vancouver Island at the end of
October. Tom Hoogendoorn (Vice-Chair)
and Ben Cuthbert (Board Member), along
with Leah Sheffield (Executive Director of
Governance & Operations), brought updates
from the BCMMB.

On a national level, “requirements for milk
have been steadily increasing,” said Tom,
noting that yogurt has been particularly
strong over the past year, while butter and
cheese stocks are high, meaning that there
is less demand lately.

Producers can expect to see changesin cost
structure ahead as the need for Butterfat
(BF)cools down in the market while Protein
becomes a hot commodity. The current
85/10/5 policy (85% BF, 10% P, 5% Other
solids)was implemented in 2017 to stimulate
the production of BF, however, now that
processors are looking for more volume
and less BF, policy has been proposed to
stabilize BF production by switching to
70/25/5(70% BF, 25% P, 5% Other solids).
As BC is the highest producer of BF in the
country, Tomurged producers to lower their
BF production below the national average, to
minimize the impact of the variance in pay,
while maintaining their current herd size.

Based on producer feedback, the BCMMB
will introduce an‘Underproduction Penalty
Policy’in January 2026. Producers will incur
a $10/kg penalty for each BF kilogram lost
beyond -15 days, and will be restricted from
purchasing quota or credits during that time
until production is increased.

WC DAIRY NEWS 3 CHRISTMAS 2025 69

BC Fall Producer Meetings
Island Producers say “Get Tough at the Table for Us”

BC Milk Board
updates were
provided by (L-R):
Ben Cuthbert, Leah
Sheffield, and Tom
Hoogendoorn.

The Transportation Advisory Committee
(TAC)was reconstituted at the beginning of
2025 with the purpose of uncovering cost
saving opportunities in the transportation
system, based on recommendations
in a study done by Deloitte Canada in
2024. The committee will be focusing
on infrastructure, which requires capital
investment from processors, as well as
network optimization on the producer side,
largely in relation to pickup and delivery
windows; therefore, some changes to
regional zoning have already been made.

A"Powers and Duties” review was conducted
this past year, a requlatory requirement to
assess the adequacy and appropriateness
of the Milk Board's power. In their feedback,
producer support for amalgamating the Milk
Board and BC Dairy was overwhelmingly
low, while there was strong support for
increased quota policy flexibility as well as
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Mark Van Klei,
Casey Pruim, and
Carolyn Hornell
shared news from
BC Dairy.

afully elected, all producer board. However,
on the side of processors, federal and
provincial partners, “moving to one board
should be a priority,” and maintaining non-
producer board members is essential. After
itsreview, the Milk Board's desired action is
that the BC Government be asked to initiate
a collaborative, consultative process, over
the next five years to enable one board by
2030.

The open question period led to some
emotionally charged discussion relating
to the continued cost of production issues
in the province, which will be exacerbated
by the forthcoming price changes. One
producer emphatically stated, “It's time for
the BCMMB to get tough at the table for us,”
noting pricing formulas in other markets
see updates yearly, while milk pricing has
only increased 4% over the past 10 years.

BC Dairy Updates

Casey Pruim (Board Chair), Mark Van Klei
(Director), and Carolyn Hornell (Director of
Corporate Services), brought updates from
BC Dairy, mindful that many of their updates
will be shared at the BC Dairy Conference in
November.

Mark Van Klei presented updates from Dairy
Innovation West (DIW), which is officially
open. Although milk has been running
through the plant for the past couple months,
agrand opening ceremony and ribbon cutting
was held October 3rd. Designed to process
300 million litres of raw milk, full utilization
is expected within the next 2-3 years, and
will be maximized when the new P500 plant
in Abbotsford is operational.

Casey Pruim thanked the 19 island producers
who participated in the Cost of Production
study, which was made up of 101 producers
in total. While the initial study doesn't
guarantee immediate results, Casey is
hopeful that, “if we keep bringing data to
the table it will promote future change.”
Producers are encouraged to sign up to
participate as the study continues.

The CFIA has tested 1631 raw milk samples for
HPAl in Western Canada, all of which remain
negative. The last detection of HPAlin the US
was October 10th in Idaho, and Casey warned
that with fall migration season upon us, “it is
important for producers to keep biosecurity
at the forefront and restrict cattle movement
between farms.” Morgan Sangster (Producer
Services Manager)will be organizing various
workshops to help producers develop solid
biosecurity plans. [
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Jersey Canada News

True Jersey Showmanship:
A Community Effort at the Royal

Michelle Grubb, Communications Specialist,
Jersey Canada

Winning Breeders Herd - Lone Pine Jerseys. (L-R) Doug Robinson (President,
Jersey Canada), McKenna Morrison with LONE PINE VIDEO BLASTED (1st
Winter 2-Year 0Old), Emily Franken with LONE PINE MATT BOUJEE (7th 5-Year
0ld), and Pierre Boulet with LONE PINE JORDAN BOOSTER (2nd 4-Year Old &
HM Senior & HM Grand Champion), Matt Vaandrager.
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The 2025 National Jersey Show at the
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair took place in
Toronto, Ontario, on Saturday, November
15. Among the many highlights, one story
stood out: a testament to friendship,
teamwork, and the spirit of the Jersey
community.

This year’s Breeder's Herd title went to
Lone Pine Jerseys (the Haeni family) of
Didsbury, Alberta, an achievement that
was anything but ordinary. For those
unfamiliar, the Breeder’s Herd class
requires three animals with the same
prefix, and at least part of one animal must
still be owned by the original breeders.
With nearly 3,500 km separating Lone
Pine Jerseys from Toronto, pulling this
off seemed next to impossible, but in the
Jersey community, the sky is the limit.

The effort began with Lee Morey of Unique
Stock Farms(Rochester, AB), who was at
the Royal earlier in the week serving as
Associate Judge for the TD 4-H Classic
Conformation classes. Recognizing an
opportunity to assemble a Lone Pine
Breeder’s Herd, Lee reached out to the
current owners of Lone Pine animals.
After connecting with George Mason of
Morningmist Jerseys(Woodstock, ON), Lee
paid the transfer fee as a gift, allowing a

portion of LONE PINE VIDEO BLASTED to
return to Lone Pine Jerseys.

Joining Blasted were LONE PINE MATT
BOUJEE, owned by Bridon Farms (Paris,
ON), and LONE PINE JORDAN BOOSTER,
owned by Pierre Boulet and Mike Berry
(Montmagny, QC). With teamwork and
generosity, the herd was complete.

Meanwhile, back in Alberta, the Haeni
family tuned into the National Jersey Show
livestream, unaware of what was about to
unfold. To their astonishment, not only did
Lone Pine have a Breeder’s Herd entered,
but it was also named first in the class!

Reflecting on the moment, the Haeni
family shared: “We are speechless! This is
proof that friendships and people in this
industry can be just as special as the cows
we all admire.”

This story is a reminder that true
showmanship is rooted in initiative,
teamwork, and a shared passion, not only
for the Jersey breed, but for the people
who make this incredible community what
it is. (To read more about the Lone Pine
breeding program, check out the Spring
2025 issue of the WC Dairy News at www.
wcdairynews.com).

Westerner Jersey Show Sees Surge in Entries

This year's Westerner Dairy Showcase Jersey
show in Red Deer (AB) was held October 24th
& 25th, drawing 66 entries - nearly 25 more
than 2024. Judge Pat Lundy (NY) found his
eventual Grand Champion in the 4-Year Old
class, SPRUCEHEDGE VIDEQ PANSY, exhibited by
Lampada, River Run, and Ben and Amy Hennessy
(MB). Intermediate Champion was captured by
the winning Junior 3-Year Old, MOSNANG DELL
ZIG ZAG, exhibited by Markus Hehli (AB). In the
Junior division, KOZAK CHOCOCHIP MARIGOLD,
exhibited by Kozak Jerseys, came out of a tough
Fall Heifer class to capture Junior Champion
honours.

Markus Hehli (AB) earned the Junior Premier
Breeder banner, with Unique Stock Farm (AB)
grabbing Junior Premier Exhibitor. Overall, the
Haeni family of Lone Pine Jerseys (AB), walked
away with the Premier Breeder and Premier
Exhibitor banners at the high-quality show.
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2026 ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

Save the date
March 27-29, 2026

Jersey Canada will be going from “Pasture
to Parliament” for the 2026 Annual General
Meeting in Ottawa, Ontario. The weekend will
consist of a city tour, the AGM meeting, Jersey
Canada's Awards Banquet and farm tours.

More details to follow at
jerseycanada.com/agm.

GRAND CHAMPION

Hennessy, Brandon, MB

RESERVE GRAND
CHAMPION

SPRUCEHEDGE VIDEO PANSY
Lampada, River Run & Ben & Amy ROBELLA ZIMMER VIP NAOMI

RESERVE INTERMEDIATE
CHAMPION

Robella & Zimmer, Balgonie, SK

HM INTERMEDIATE
CHAMPION

ROBELLA ZIMMER JOEL NATALIE UNIQUE THOR LARAMIE

Robella & Zimmer, Balgonie, SK

HM GRAND CHAMPION
CLANMAN JORDAN SCOTTIE
Jon Fornwald, Jamie Donohoe &

Unique Stock Farm, Rochester, AB

JUNIOR CHAMPION
KOZAK CHOCOCHIP MARIGOLD
Kozak Jerseys, New Sarepta, AB
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Junior Champion: KOZAK CHOCOCHIP
MARIGOLD, Katelyn Kozak at the halter.

MOSNANG DELL ZIG ZAG
Markus Hehli, Rimbey, AB
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DEADLINE: JANUARY 9, 2026

Jersey Canada welcomes nominations for the following
awards to be presented at the 2026 Jersey Canada Annual
General Meeting in Ottawa, Ontario, on March 28th, 2026.

Jazmyne Barkman, Brandon, MB RESERVE JUNIOR
INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION CHAMPION

MOSNANG TIKTOK VIDEO
Markus Hehli, Rimbey, AB

HM JUNIOR CHAMPION
KENBERT VICTORIOUS MANTRA
Kenbert Acres, Drake, SK

Grand Champions: (L-R) Judge
Pat Lundy, Jeff Donohoe with
SPRUCEHEDGE VIDEO PANSY -
Champion; Kenny McRae with
ROBELLA ZIMMER JOEL NATALIE
- Reserve; Mark Sweetnam with
CLANMAN JORDAN SCOTTIE -
Honourable Mention, Ringman
Albert Streutker.

« Youth of Distinction

« Jersey Young Achiever

« Honourary Life Member

« Distinguished Service Award
« Certificate of Appreciation

Award details and nomination forms
can be found on the Jersey Canada
website: jerseycanada.com/awards/.
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Existing Operation

New Construction
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One Way Grooving Safety Surfacing
Diamond Grooving Alley Scraper Grooving

Cutting and Coring (BC only)
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Josh Kraubner Matthew Horne
BC AB.,SK,MB

604-302-2988 403-808-6984
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